Question 1: Do you agree with proposal 1?

Provide seven day assessment for patients at an appropriate number of Stroke Units for patients experiencing a suspected TIA.

DISAGREE: as the appropriate number and location of proposed Stroke Units is not stated, and no options are given to decide between.

I propose that the appropriate number of TIA Assessment Clinics in NI should be in all proposed Hyperacute and all existing stroke units - including Daisy Hill acute hospital, Newry city.

Question 2: Do you agree with proposal 2?

Provide assessment for clot busting treatment ‘thrombolysis’ on an appropriate number of sites.

DISAGREE:  Because this question is asking if we agree with a proposal to reduce the number of hospitals that provide urgent scanning assessment for clot busting treatment.

I propose that the appropriate number of sites for assessment for stroke should be in all of the 8 existing Emergency Departments in NI including Daisy Hill Acute Hospital ED, Newry city.

Question 3: Do you agree with proposal 3?

Provide a clot removal service ‘mechanical thrombectomy’ 24 hours a day and seven days a week for suitable patients.

NEITHER AGREE OR DISAGREE
As there are other factors to take into consideration in the Stroke Pathway.
hapQuestion 4: Do you agree with proposal 4?

Provide an appropriate number of Hyperacute Stroke Units to deliver specialist early inpatient care to every stroke patient.

DISAGREE – as the appropriate number and location of Hyperacute Stroke Units is not stated, (except for the Royal) and there are no options to decide between.

I disagree with an unacceptable proposal to deliver unequal standards of stroke care in NI, as the distance patients live from a hyperacute stroke unit depends on the treatment they will get. 

ALL the population of NI must have safe, TIMELY EQUALITY OF ACCESS to Hyperacute stroke care on EQUAL terms if lives are to be saved and for better outcomes.

It should be a case of Hyperacute services FOR ALL or FOR NONE.

AS AN ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL

Enhance Daisy Hill Hospital specialist combined Acute Stroke Rehabilitation Unit.

Newry & Mourne Locality with over 104,000 people presently has the 4th highest population in NI (and is projected to be the 3rd highest population in NI by 2023 after only Belfast and Lisburn and as such is an appropriate place for a Hyperacute Stroke Unit.

Daisy Hill Acute Hospital has the only specialist combined Acute Stroke Rehabilitation Unit in the Southern Trust. Daisy Hill already provides safe timely access to (scanning & thrombolysis) in A&E.  

Question 5: Do you agree with proposal 5?

Establish an appropriate number of Acute Stroke Units co-located with Hyperacute Stroke Units whenever possible.

DISAGREE as we are not told the location or appropriate number of either Acute or Hyperacute Stroke Units, (except for the Royal). Also there are no options to choose from.

I propose that Daisy Hill Acute Hospital is an appropriate place for an Acute Stroke Unit co-located with a Hyperacute Stroke Unit. Daisy Hill has the only specialist combined Acute Stroke Rehabilitation Unit in the Southern Trust, and Newry & Mourne locality has the largest population in the Southern Trust and is projected to be the 3rd highest population in Northern Ireland by 2023, behind only Belfast and Lisburn.


Question 6: Do you agree with proposal 6?

Provide community stroke services that are resourced to deliver Early Supported Discharge, the recommended amounts of therapy and respond over seven days.

Neither Agree or Disagree 

Every case is different. Early discharge requires a strong home support network, adapted home environment with associated cost and people may have no carers or extended family. There are not enough nursing homes in Newry & Mourne. 
Question 7: Do you agree with proposal 7?                                                                                                                                                           Ensure that stroke survivors and carers have timely access to services from both Health and Social Care and voluntary sector organisations to optimise recovery

Neither Agree or Disagree. It is good to see timely access to services in this proposal
Timely access to services should be included in all proposals including timely access to stroke units across NI. But not sure how this can be achieved.
Additional Comments : EQIA
Regarding the Equality Impact Assessment (EQIA) No one can answer the Equality Impact Assessment at this stage because no information has been given on the location of any proposed stroke service with the exception of the Royal. Only when it is known which hospitals will have Acute or Hyperacute Stroke Units or TIA clinics can a comment be made on what part of the population will be adversely affected. A full needs assessment and rural proofing is essential.

